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    eduVote 

    An Audience Response System 

  

    PowerPoint Add-In (Win & Mac) 

 

 

 

Overview 

After downloading and running the eduVote PowerPoint Add-In Installer, you will see a 
new menu item in the top right of your PowerPoint menu bar called “eduVote”. You can now 
perform the following functions: 

• Add Poll: Adds eduVote functionality to the question on the current slide. Your 
PowerPoint Presentation can contain numerous eduVote-enabled questions; 
however, each slide can only contain one question. 

• Remove Poll: Removes the eduVote functionality from the current slide. 

• Reset Poll: This option will set the voting results of the current slide back to zero, 
after the voting process has occurred at least once. 

• Modify Poll: Allows you modify your eduVote ID and password for the whole 
presentation, as well as to modify the question type for the current slide. 

• Show Log: Shows a list that contains the results of polls you have carried out in the 
past. (As long as at least 5 people have participated.) 

• Reset all Polls: This option will set the voting results of all slides back to zero. 

• Remove all Polls: Removes the eduVote functionality from all slides. 

• Export all Logs: Allows you to export the results of all eduVote Polls on all slides. 

• Insert QR-Code: Adds a QR-Code to the current slide that contains a link to vote.ac 
and that already includes your eduVote ID. 

• Remove all Poll Logs: The results of all polls on all slides will be deleted. 

 

If you installed the add-in on your Mac for the first time, you must do the following: Click on 
PowerPoint | Preferences | Security and check the box Trust access to the VBA project 
object model. 
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Now you are ready to add eduVote functionality to an existing 
PowerPoint Presentation.  

When you click on "Add poll", a window opens where you can enter your eduVote ID and 
password and where you specify what kind of poll you want to conduct:  

• Session Code: You do not usually need this option. Here you can freely select a 
simple, short(!) code if you want to make sure that only those who are present and 
see your slides or hear you can participate in your survey. 

• Only One Vote per Device: If this checkbox is unchecked, it is possible to share a 
smartphone with a neighbor. The neighbor can then vote as well, after a wait time of 
10 seconds. 

• Click-Through Control of the Voting Process: If this option is selected (default), 
you can use a presenter to start / end the survey / display the result. Alternatively, 
use a mouse click or the right arrow key. If this function is deactivated, a button 
appears to control the survey. 

• Language: The language adapts to the settings of your Office version. However, you 
can also set the two available languages (German and English) manually. 

• Manual Proxy Server: You may manually set a proxy server here if the results are 
not running as expected and you suspect your proxy server is not being recognized. 
Please enter the proxy server in the format: “ServerName:Port”. 

 

• Display Number of Votes as they are received: This allows you to show the 
audience the current total vote count, while the voting is still occurring. 

• Display the results as a Percentage: If you would like to do a longitudinal 
comparison of your current results with a previous set of results (for example, from 
another class or a previous year), you can use this option to display your results as 
a percentage. 
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• Multiple Choice: Your Audience is allowed to choose more than just one answer. 

• Continue with existing texts: This item is only active for word clouds. You can check 
this box if you want to continue working on the same word cloud at several points in 
a presentation. 

• Provide already submitted texts: This item is only active for word clouds. If you tick 
the box, participants are offered the texts already entered by others for selection. One 
can then either join a text or write a new one. 

• Continuously update chart: Determines whether the diagram is updated every 
second while the survey is running. 

• Poll type: You can decide how many answers you want. There are 2 to 8 possible 
answers and 1 to 4 yes/no combinations or Word Clouds. 

• Chart Template: You can decide how the chart should look that represents your 
audience's responses. The diagrams will match the color scheme selected globally 
in PowerPoint. 

• Chart Generator: Here you have the choice between two options. In the case of 
Cloud, the chart is provided by our server. Switching between Windows and macOS 
is therefore easy. In the case of Excel, the chart is created on your computer by Excel. 
This gives you the possibility to customize the chart with all the possibilities of Excel. 
A display with Excel is only possible on Windows computers. 

• Limit the Voting Time: If you would like to control the voting time, you can enter a 
number here (in seconds). The remaining time will be displayed, and the voting will 
automatically end when the time expires. 

• Insert text fields for question and answer text: Inserts two text fields for a question 
and possible answer together with the survey. 

• Display correct answer: As the last step the answer(s) you’ve chosen to be correct 
is highlighted.  
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Customize the PowerPoint slide 

PLEASE NOTE: The eduVote PowerPoint Add-In only adds the ability to collect and display 
votes. eduVote will add a diagram and a button to control the voting process but all other 
texts or graphics (your question, the possible answers or a picture) should be created in 
PowerPoint. 

 

In this example, we have chosen a multiple-choice question with five possible answers. 
After we have entered a question and the answer texts, the slide looks as shown: 

 

 

 

Place the Info Box and the Results Diagram where you would like them to appear on the 
slide. You can adjust the position and size of the elements. 

But don’t delete any of these items. If you want for example the Info Box to disappear, then 
just place it somewhere outside the slide where it will not be visible. 
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Carrying out an eduVote poll 

When you are satisfied with your layout, you can start your presentation [F5]. When you 
click on the start button, the voting will commence and the Info Box will continually update 
to display the number of participants who have already voted. 

 

 

To end the vote collection process and present the results, click twice. If you have selected 
one or more correct solutions when setting up the survey and then click a third time, the 
correct solution will be highlighted. 
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If you save your PowerPoint Presentation after your lecture, your current results will be 
saved. You can then review the results later.  
 
In addition, for each individual survey, a log of all votes carried out is saved locally on 
your computer in the PowerPoint file, which you can call up via the "Show Log" menu 
item. 
 
If you choose “word cloud” as poll type, the - initially completely empty - drawing area 
for the word cloud is inserted instead of the diagram. The survey process is the same: 
Start survey → the number of participants is counted up → Stop survey → Show result. 
 

 
 
Hint: The word clouds are drawn as an ellipse. Depending on the slide design, it can look 
good to put a coloured ellipse behind the word cloud using PowerPoint, as in the example 
above. 

If you would like to observe the development of the word cloud or the results of an MC 
survey as instructor while the survey is still running, use a second device, i.e. an additional 
tablet or smartphone, to visit the website www.eduvote.de/2nd where you can log in with 
your ID and password. 

Before repeating the PowerPoint Presentation to a new audience, you can reset all the 
results with the “Reset All Questions” option. This will simultaneously set all the questions 
back to their original state. 
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General Information for Conducting Polls 

• We suggest introducing eduVote to your audience before using eduVote for the first 
time.  
You may want to create a slide like the one below to allow the audience to download 
the software or bookmark www.vote.ac. Your first use of eduVote will then run more 
smoothly as the voting Apps will have already been downloaded and installed. 

 
The shown QR Code (that contains your ID) can be generated with the PowerPoint 
Add-In. Please insert a survey into the presentation first so that the QR code can 
contain your ID. 

• Keep in mind that the first time your audience use eduVote, they will need a little 
longer to participate in a survey because they must download the program or visit the 
website. If possible, it is best to inform your audience that you will use the eduVote 
system before the first event of the semester. 

• As a lecturer you should use an Internet connection by cable (LAN) for surveys in 
very large events, so that you are not affected by a possible overload of the radio 
networks.  

• Only use a session code if you are afraid that your vote will be disturbed from the 
outside. Then voting is only possible if you know the code. 

  



SimpleSoft – Buchholz Wengst GbR 
Im Braumorgen 12, 38104 Braunschweig, Germany 

www.eduvote.de/en/ 

How can the audience participate in the polls? 

There are several ways to participate in eduVote surveys. How your audience participates 

is up to you. The decision should depend on whether you have recurring or one-time 

listeners and on how important it is for you to integrate the voting page into your corporate 

design. 

 

All procedures have in common that your audience does not need to register and only 

needs to know the ID of the speaker, i.e. your ID. 

• Android- and iOS-App 

The use of apps is useful for recurring audiences. The IDs are automatically saved 

after a first time use. The apps can be downloaded free of charge from the relevant 

store (Apple or Google). 

• Browser 

Voting via vote.ac is always possible. The web address of this page is short, quick 

to type and the page can be used by all audiences. 

Your institution may have set up its own voting page as a subdomain of vote.ac or 

even with its own domain name. This page may then be visually adapted and, for 

example, the active speakers of this institution are automatically offered for 

selection so that the audience does not have to type in the ID. 

If you want to make it as easy as possible for your participants, you can use the Add-In to 
create a QR-Code that already contains your ID. In this case the votes will be done via the 
browser.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Browser on mobile phone: www.vote.ac 

 
 

Feedback: info@eduvote.de 

Download Add-In at https://eduvote.de/en/index.html#Referent 

1. Enter ID 

2. Press Vote 

3. Choose Answer 

4. Press Vote 

https://vote.ac/
http://www.vote.ac/
mailto:info@eduvote.de
https://eduvote.de/en/index.html#Referente

